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workers and your shareholders to fully dis-
close assets and liabilities.

And this great country is responding. The
gathering momentum of millions of acts of
kindness truly defines our Nation. The notion
of sacrificing for something greater than
yourself has become a part of our national
conscience. Sacrifice, again I repeat, is to
help somebody in need.

That sacrifice came very clear to me and
Americans on Flight 93, when people, pas-
sengers, people going to work or wherever
they were going to, were on cell phones and
realized America was under attack and real-
ized the plane they were on was going to
be used as a weapon. And they told their
loved ones they loved them, said a prayer,
and sacrificed their lives so others could live.

To me, that defines the American spirit
and what is possible, in all kinds of ways,
across the country. The evil ones hit us, but
this great Nation is not going to allow the
evil ones to have its day. This great Nation
will rise up, with its goodness and kindness
and compassion, and show the world not only
our strength, not only our determination, but
show the world we understand the true
meaning of love.

I want to thank you all for coming tonight.
It is my honor—it is my incredible honor to
be the President of the greatest Nation on
the face of the Earth. May God bless you
all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:23 p.m. at the
U.S. Cellular Center. In his remarks, he referred
to Dan Gable, former head coach, men’s wres-
tling, University of Iowa; and Cael Sanderson,
wrestler, Iowa State University.

Statement on the Death of
Byron R. White

April 15, 2002

Laura and I are saddened by the news of
the passing of Justice Byron White. Our
thoughts and prayers are with his family and
friends. Justice White was a distinguished ju-
rist who served his country with honor and
dedication. He will be missed.

Remarks on the Proposed
Crime Victims’ Rights Amendment to
the Constitution
April 16, 2002

Well, John, thank you very much for invit-
ing me to this beautiful room, and thank you
all for coming today.

Justice is one of the defining commitments
of America. In our war against terror, I con-
stantly remind our fellow citizens: We seek
justice, not revenge. We seek justice for vic-
tims. We seek justice for their families. And
for justice to prevail in our struggle for free-
dom, we must rout out terrorist threats wher-
ever they exist. And that’s exactly what this
country is going to do. And while the war
goes on and while our fight for freedom con-
tinues, we will continue to work for justice
at home, including justice for the victims of
violent crime.

I appreciate John Ashcroft’s leadership, his
stand on principle, and his wise counsel dur-
ing my time as the President. I appreciate
so very much Senator Feinstein and Senator
Kyl carrying this cause that I’m here to sup-
port. I want to thank the chairman, and I
want to thank the ranking member of the
Judiciary Committee for coming as well, Sen-
ator Leahy and Senator Hatch. I want to
thank all the Members from the United
States Congress for being here, Congress-
men Barrett and Chabot and Wicker.

I too want to thank John Walsh. I appre-
ciate not only you standing up for victims;
I appreciate you putting the pictures of the
Al Qaida killers on the TV screen to help
America remain alert, to help this country
understand that we’re still in danger from at-
tack. I want to thank you for being a good
American, and I want to thank you for help-
ing the cause.

I want to welcome the leaders of victim
rights groups from all around the country.
I particularly want to thank and congratulate
those who are award winners today.

As John mentioned, in the year 2000,
Americans were victims of millions of crimes.
Behind each of these numbers is a terrible
trauma, a story of suffering, and a story of
lost security. Yet, the needs of victims are
often an afterthought in our criminal justice
system. It’s not just; it’s not fair; and it must
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